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Accommodation & Food

Good food and a good night’s rest are important elements to our trips and so we always try to use
small, family run, hotels and guesthouses that offer en-suite or private facilities.  We’ve found three
good hotels for this trip.  We start at the Piory Hotel, Beauly (1-night) followed by 3-nights each at
the Standing Stones Hotel, Stenness, Orkney and the Navidale House Hotel near Helmsdale. All
rooms are en suite.  Single accommodation is available, but is limited and subject to a modest 
supplement.  We are happy to help anyone looking for someone to share a twin bedded room -
simply indicate on the booking form.  The hotels will provide us with a 3-course evening dinner for
each night.   Packed lunches, will be taken for each field day.

Cost 

For 2 people sharing a double or twin room, the cost of the tour will be £1095.00,  single £1250.00.
See booking section for staged payment options..

What’s included in the cost?

•     The services of Chris Darmon & Colin Schofield as tutors who will be available to you at all
reasonable times

•     Accommodation and meals as specified in the brochure
•    The ferry crossing to and from Orkney
•     Use of hired transport during the week and transport back to Inverness at the end if needed

What’s excluded from the cost?

•     The cost of travel between your home and Beauly
•     Travel insurance
•     Incidental expenses.

Insurance

Everyone booking a place and paying a deposit is advised to take out holiday insurance.  This can
cover you against loss of money in the event of cancellation etc. Cover is often included in with
many credit cards.

Booking

Please fill in and return a signed booking form.  Your booking will be confirmed upon receipt of ei-
ther a deposit of £300.00 per person or the full payment.  If you pay a deposit now, the balance of
the brochure price will be due by February 28th. 2014.  This trip will run if a minimum of 12
people sign up by December 31st. 2013.  Book early to avoid disappointment.

Your money...

Upon receipt, all monies paid for these trips are placed in a specific ‘client trust account’ where it
cannot be drawn by us until after completion of the tour.  This is in accordance with EU Directives
and ensures that your money is safe in the unlikely event of corporate failure by Geo  Supplies.
If you have any questions or queries after reading this brochure, please contact Chris 
Darmon.  I will do my best to help you.



An introduction to the trip...
We’ve previously run a week on Orkney, but this is the first tme that we have combined it with a visit to the
fabulous Caithness coastline from Golspie northwards through Brra and Helsmdale to Thurso.  We take in
the best of Orkney geology around Stromness and Hoy taking in the famous Old Man of Hoy seastack, the
basement rocks and the archaeology.

I’m really excited by this week as it takes in so much, from the basment metamorphics through the later
granites to the sediments of the Devonian and the amazing Jurassic sequence along the Caithness coast.  As
for the coastal scenery, much of it is best described as stunning.

We start at Beauly, just to the north of Inverness and then goes to three nights at the Standing Stones Hotel,
Orkney, followed by three nights at the Navidale House Hotel outside Helmsdale.  I am delighted by the way
in which the hoteliers want to work with us, to make this an outstanding week.  

This trip is aimed at a wide audience including anyone with an interest in geology or natural history.  No
prior knowledge is expected or assumed.  We start where you are - providing you with the help you need to
get the most out of the tour.  In essence, you’ll be ‘reading the rocks’ - gleaning information about events that
have taken place over hundreds of millions of years.  You’ll see the rocks, minerals, fossils and structures that
provide us with clues about what has happened in the geological past.

We have extensively ‘sold’ this trip to many people during this year and expect a good take up, so you are
advised to act in good time to secure your place!

Kind regards

Chris Darmon BSc
Course Organiser/Leader

Geology of Caithness & Orkney

The basement rocks of the area which form much of the westner part of Caithness are the Mpine
rocks, with the Lewisian not far away.  These are intruded by ;ater granites which form some of the
hills inland.  These are overlain by the Old Red Sandstones of the Devonian.  These sediments, along
with contemporaneous volcancis form much or Orkney.  The coastal strip of Caithness between
Golspie and Helmsdale xcomprises much younger Triassic and Jurassic sediments.  These include the
famous Helsmdale Boulder Beds and a 1m thick coal seam at Brora thart was mined until about
1980.  Thse rocks are very itneresting and fossiliferous.  The origin of the ‘boulder bed’ has recently
been indetified as a tsunami deposit.  Across the area, landscape will play a major part in our trip
with excellent coastal scenery, including some of the hgihest cliffs in Britain.  You can see more of
what’s on offer by visiting the SNH website and viewing “Moray & Caithness”.

Getting There

Beauly is situated ust to the north of Inverness and is served by a number of trains each day, includ-
ing a couple on Sunday. If you would like to come up on the Saturday, we would be dlieghted to
arrange accommidation for you.

Getting Around

We will be getting around using a hired minibus, driven by my colleague Colin Schofield.  If we get
too many people for one minibus we may be looking for an extra car - we will be in touch if this is
the case.  Drivers are asked to indicate on the booking form if they are willing to provide spaces for
any passengers.  If we use a car, fuel costs will be covered by us.

Walking

This is not an area of particularly difficult terrain, although there will be steep ascents and descents
of coastal exposures.  We’ll get you as close as possible to the relevant sites and will, in almost
every case, involve minimal walking distances.  Everything therefore should he within the capabilities
of all of the party.  

However, if at any time you wish to ‘opt out’ that will be fully acceptable and understood.  In view of
the uncertainties of the weather you are strongly advised to bring all waterproofs and walking
boots – particularly as you may be walking over rough ground.

The Geology - what are we going to see?

At this stage, this is meant to be indicative of the trip content.  Final details will be worked out in accordance
with the wishes of the group and the prevailing weather.

•  Moinian rocks of Caithness & Orkney - the basement
•  Devonian sediments of thew Wick area with fossil fish
•  The Helmsdale Boulder Bed
•  Triassic rocks of Golspie area
•  Brora and its coal seam - including a distillery visit!
•  Geology and archaeology of the the Stromness area
•  The Old Man of Hoy and Devonian volcanic rocks

Contrasting rocks at Helmsdale, Jurassic
boulder bed (above) and ancient granite
(right)


